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THE GOD OF ALL COMFORT 
Date: 08 March 2026 

Sermon Text: 2 Corinthians 1:3-11 

Theme: God comforts His people in suffering, equips them for ministry, and 
points them to the hope of Christ’s return. 

I. INTRODUCTION | THE REALITY OF SUFFERING 

• Every human life encounter suffering. 
• Suffering comes suddenly: a phone call, a diagnosis, a betrayal, 

unanswered prayer. 
• Believers ask the ancient question: “Why?” 
• Paul wrote from experience- beaten, imprisoned, shipwrecked, stoned, 

betrayed. 

Key truth: Paul begins with worship, not complaint: “Blessed be the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and the God of all 
comfort.” 

In this passage, we learn: 

1. The God who comforts us 
2. The purpose behind our suffering 
3. The power of God revealed in human weakness 

II. UNDERSTANDING BIBLICAL SUFFERING AND COMFORT 

A. THE MEANING OF SUFFERING 

• θλῖψις (Thlipsis): Tribulation, pressure, crushing, being hemmed in. 
o John 16:33 “In the world you will have tribulation.” 
o Acts 14:22; Romans 5:3; Matthew 24:9 suffering is expected for 

believers. 
• πάθηµα (Pathēma): Experiences of pain, hardship, persecution, bodily 

suffering. 
o Believers share in the sufferings of Christ (2 Cor 1:5). 

• Powerful Definition: Suffering drives dependence on God. 
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B. THE MEANING OF COMFORT 

• παράκλησις (Paraklēsis): To come alongside, strengthen, encourage, 
console, empower. 

• Ways God Comforts: 
1. Through His Presence: Psalm 23:4 God walks with us. 
2. Through His Word: Psalm 119:50 God’s promises reassure. 
3. Through His Spirit: Acts 9:31 the Holy Spirit empowers and 

encourages. 
4. Through Prayer: Philippians 4:6-7 peace guards our hearts. 
5. Through Fellowship: 2 Corinthians 7:6 God comforts through 

others. 
6. Through Deliverance: 2 Corinthians 1:10 God’s past and present 

faithfulness. 
7. Through Hope of Glory: Romans 8:18 suffering is temporary; glory 

awaits. 

C. PRINCIPLE: SUFFERING AND COMFORT ARE LINKED 

• 2 Corinthians 1:5 “Where suffering increases, God’s comfort increases 
even more.” 

“The deeper the suffering, the deeper the experience of God’s comfort.” 

III. THREE POWERFUL TRUTHS ABOUT SUFFERING AND COMFORT 

1. GOD IS THE SOURCE OF ALL TRUE COMFORT (VV. 3-4) 

• Titles of God: 
o FATHER OF MERCIES: source of all mercy, abundant and 

personal. 
o GOD OF ALL COMFORT: His comfort is complete and 

overflowing. 
• God’s comfort comes amid suffering, not only after it ends. 

“God’s greatest answer to suffering is not an explanation but His 
presence.” 

“There is no valley so deep that the comfort of God cannot reach 
it.” 

2. GOD USES OUR SUFFERING TO MINISTER TO OTHERS (VV. 4-7) 
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• God comforts us so we can comfort others. 
• Suffering equips believers with authority and empathy. 
• Subpoints: 

1. Personal Comfort → Ministry: “God does not comfort us merely to 
ease our pain, but to equip us for ministry.” 

2. Greater Comfort for Greater Suffering: Comfort abounds with 
suffering. 

3. Affliction Benefits Others: Our endurance strengthens the faith of 
the church. 

“The comfort you receive today may become the lifeline you offer 
someone tomorrow.” 

“Your faithfulness in suffering may be the courage someone else 
needs to keep going.” 

2. GOD USES SUFFERING TO TEACH DEPENDENCE ON HIM (VV. 8-11) 

• Paul’s personal example: burdened beyond strength, despaired of life. 
• Purpose: so, we do not trust ourselves, but God who raises the dead. 
• Subpoints: 

1. Trials reveal our weakness → dependence on God. 
2. God’s past, present, and future deliverance shows His 

faithfulness. 
3. Prayer and the body of Christ sustain us; suffering is never meant 

to be endured alone. 

“God will sometimes bring us to the end of ourselves so we can 
discover the beginning of His power.” 

“The God who carried you through yesterday’s storm will carry you 
through tomorrow’s.” 

IV. THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST | OUR ULTIMATE HOPE 

• Revelation 21:4 - every tear wiped away, pain gone forever. 
• Earthly suffering is temporary; eternal joy awaits. 
• Suffering now prepares believers to share in Christ’s glory. 

“The God who comforts you now is the same God who will come for 
you in glory- and on that day, every tear will be turned into 
triumph.” 
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V. APPLICATION 

• Trust God in suffering. His comfort is sufficient. 
• Let your trials equip you to encourage others. 
• Depend on God fully, lean on prayer and fellowship. 
• Live with the hope of Christ’s return, knowing suffering is temporary. 

PRAYER POINTS 

- Lord, help me to recognize Your presence amid my trials. 

- Teach me to receive Your comfort fully so that I can pour it into the 
lives of others. 

- Strip me of self-reliance and fill me with dependence on You. 

- Fix my eyes on Jesus and the promise of His return. 

Personal Reflection: 


